The unexpected can happen - buddy up and write these numbers on your arm:

Bristol Defendant Solidarity aka BDS (Arrestee Support) 0774 674 1104 
 Plus our recommended solicitors:
Hodge Jones & Allen Solicitors (HJA) 07659 111 192 

(HJA will be coordinating local lawyers with protest law expertise from its office in London)

If you see someone being arrested find out their name from people nearby if you can, and contact us. 
TAKEN INTO CUSTODY? 
STAY CALM * STAY QUIET * YOU’LL BE OUT SOON

· You have the right to have a person told of your arrest – ask that BDS Arrestee Support is contacted.  Tell the custody officer you authorise them to speak to us about your situation and welfare, that way we can check you’re ok and try to get someone to meet you at the police station when you are released.  
· You have a right to free legal advice from the moment you are arrested– we recommend  the Solicitors firm above, who will be coordinating sending out local lawyers with protest law expertise. 

· The police will usually make these two phone calls for you, you probably won’t get to use the phone yourself. Sometimes the cops will lie and say they’ve contacted us at BDS Arrestee Support when they haven’t. 
· When you get out of the police station let BDS Arrestee Support know!  We can support you through the legal process if you are charged and may have useful evidence and witness statements for your case.
REMAIN SILENT. Answer ‘no comment’ to ALL questions before and after arrest and during interviews. 
From the moment you are stopped by the police everything you say is evidence - there is no such thing as a friendly chat. 
It is easier to say nothing at all than selectively answering questions. Say nothing and sign no statements without legal advice. 
• You have a right to be told why you are under arrest.   
• You are not legally required to give your name and address to the custody officer at the police station, but if you don’t you could be held for much longer or even brought straight before the court on the next working day and remanded if they won’t grant bail. If you’re going to give your details give them ONLY at the custody desk and not before this point.
• Your photo, prints and DNA can be taken with or without your consent. (Police can fingerprint you before arrest if suspect you of an offence and can’t establish your name and address or think you have given a false one  - s61 PACE).
• You will be searched and your possessions will be put into sealed evidence bags.  You will have to remove your shoes before going into a cell, and you may be asked to remove other items of clothing and jewelry.

• You have a right to see a doctor if you are sick or hurt. Tell the Custody Officer if you are on medication.  
• You are entitled to a copy of the PACE code about how you should be treated in custody, ask for it. 
• You are entitled to food, water and a blanket in the cell, if you have special dietary needs (eg vegan) these should be catered for.  
• You have the right to a translator if English is not your first language. 
• You have the right to free legal advice in the police station. DON’T accept a duty solicitor - the police may tell you that it will be quicker without legal advice, or encourage you to use a duty solicitor. Duty solicitors are often very inexperienced in these types of cases or some can even be sympathetic to the police. We strongly recommend that you always ask for legal advice and use our recommended solicitors. 
Private Security
· Everyone can be liable for assault, including police officers and security guards. A security guard can act using “reasonable force” to prevent a crime from occurring, the same way that any member of the public can.

· Anybody employed by a private security company, agency, or contractor must be licensed by the Security Industry Agency (SIA). A However, if the activity is performed by a direct employee of a company (i.e. is employed ‘in-house’), a licence is not required.

· Front-line staff MUST wear their licence (credit-card-sized) where it can be seen, unless wearing the licence would undermine their role (i.e. store detectives). Failure to do so is a breach of the licence conditions, and may be reported to the SIA. Non-front line staff (i.e. managers) must carry their licence (a letter) with them. 
· Both groups of staff MUST show a licence when asked by police or an employee of the SIA but NOT by members of the public).
Legal Support
Legal Observers will be out on the streets at big AAN & Stop NATO Cymru demonstrations. They wear high viz jackets with Legal Observer printed on. There will also be some Legal presence in the camp. If you have any questions or are planning an action that we may not be aware of and would like legal support please call 0774 674 1104 or email bristoldefendantsolidarity@riseup.net .

Please note: 
Legal Observers are not acting as solicitors, their name is not intended to imply they are legally qualified or recognised to act as a solicitor.

You do NOT have to give your name or address under ANY search power or if stopped 
 SO DON’T!
It undermines others if you give these details as if some people give them it increases pressure on others to do the same. 
There are only limited circumstances when the police have a power to arrest you for failing to disclose your name and address.  
The police only have the power to arrest you for not giving your name and address when asked, if: 

· you are a driver of a vehicle on the road (and date of birth) or if involved in accident or road traffic offence whether in a car, on a bike or as a pedestrian

· you are suspected of anti-social behaviour (reasonable grounds to suspect have caused, or are likely to, cause harassment, alarm or distress to one or more persons – can include police but higher threshold) under section 50 of Police Reform Act 2002

·  the police wish to summons you for an offence or issue a fixed penalty notice (arrest under section 25 PACE)
On being stopped & searched

• You do not have to explain why you are there.    
• You do not have to comply with attempts to photo or record you. 
• The police can only give you a pat down, remove outer clothes, search your bags, and have you empty pockets, unless they take you to a private space. Shoes are NOT outer clothes.
• You are not required to be actively compliant. You can 'go limp' as passive resistance if you wish. The police can use “reasonable force” to search.    
• Seizure of property: there is no need to give name/address if an item is seized by the police, even in order to be able to get it back at a later date. Ask for the evidence bag to be numbered and written on your search form, which you get a copy of. This should be enough to match you up with your item to reclaim it. 
• Items found during a search that could be taken under different search power can be seized (see search powers below). 
Before being searched you should be told:  
1) officer’s name and/or police station   
2) that entitled to copy of the search form (police can decline to give on the spot if not practicable to do so) – ask for and keep the search record, you might be able to use it as evidence for a claim against the police in the future. 
 3) legal power being used and what they are looking for  
4) grounds to suspect you as an individual (not for blanket search powers  i.e. Section 60) 
For these powers the police need reasonable grounds to suspect YOU:
• Section 1 PACE, to search for articles for use for burglary/theft, stolen goods,  offensive weapons, bladed articles, items that may be used for criminal damage.  The nature of the search should relate to what they are looking for and why they suspect you.  So always check what they are searching for and why and challenge them (eg. Reading from your phone when they said they were looking for offensive weapons would be inappropriate).
For these powers, police don’t need to suspect you – these are blanket search powers: 
• Section 60 Criminal Justice Act, to search for offensive weapons and dangerous instruments.  The search must stay within the limits of what the search was for, so should not include reading personal information. If police try to read your personal details from bank cards remind them they shouldn’t be doing this. It helps not to have brought anything with your personal details on with you.
• Section 47A Terrorism Act 2000 to search you, your vehicle and anything you have with you, for the purposes of discovering whether vehicle being used for purposes of terrorism or whether you are a terrorist. You can be required to remove your shoes under this power, but no other.
• Section 60AA is different to Section 60 above, but they are often put in place together. If this is in place police can require you to remove any item they reasonably believe to be used wholly or mainly for purpose of concealing identify or to seize items they believe to be for this purpose.  You can be arrested if you refuse. 
Inappropriate police behaviour?

When the police act they should be carrying out a lawful duty,  so ask them what they are doing and why?
Make a note of what was said, when, by whom, as soon afterwards as possible.

Find other witnesses, especially people videoing, speak to a legal observer and afterwards email bristoldefendantsolidarity@riseup.net, 
Especially if you saw an incident that led to an arrest, or injury (take a good photo of the injury). 
