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Habitat for Humanity Youth Programs 

and State Farm Insurance, official corporate sponsor of Habitat’s Youth Programs




Habitat for Humanity’s Service-Learning Partnership

2009 Request for Proposal

I. Introduction

On behalf of Habitat for Humanity International’s youth programs and State Farm®, we welcome you to apply to the Habitat for Humanity’s Service-Learning Partnership. The Service-Learning Partnership provides funds for teachers and schools to develop and implement service-learning projects in partnership with their local Habitat affiliate.

Since 2007, State Farm has served as the official corporate sponsor of Habitat for Humanity International’s youth programs. Their sponsorship commitment of more than $1 million each year has helped youth throughout the United States become more engaged in their communities and ultimately has helped to build more homes for families in need. State Farm is proud to have renewed this sponsorship through the 2010–2011 school year, continuing to serve as the official corporate sponsor of Habitat for Humanity’s youth programs by providing more than $3.3 million in grants to support the national program and provide grants to local Habitat affiliates actively engaging youth.

Habitat for Humanity International is dedicated to eliminating poverty housing throughout the world. Along with building homes, Habitat seeks to make poverty housing socially, politically and religiously unacceptable in the hearts and minds of all people. The youth programs staff at Habitat for Humanity International seeks to engage the imagination, energy and hope of young people, ages 5 to 25, worldwide in order to productively and responsibly involve them as leaders in the work of Habitat for Humanity. 

Habitat works through locally run affiliates throughout the United States and the world. Over 1,500 U.S affiliates throughout the United States and in more than 90 countries around the world build or restore simple, decent housing with the help of donations, volunteers and Habitat homeowners. Local affiliates select qualified families to become homeowners; homeowners pay off their house through sweat equity and no-interest mortgages, which go towards building future homes. To learn more about how Habitat works, go to www.habitat.org.

Habitat’s Service-Learning Partnership seeks to:

· Improve student academic performance

· Increase student civic involvement

· Increase awareness of poverty housing issues

· Provide service to the community

· Engage youth in working with their local Habitat affiliate

II. Project description
For the 2009-2010 school year, teachers and their local Habitat affiliate can jointly apply for a one-year grant of up to $7,000 to cover educational expenses associated with the service-learning project. Of this grant, a maximum of $5,000 may be used as support for the local Habitat affiliate. In addition, partnerships can apply for an additional grant of $1,000 as a travel scholarship for teachers and affiliate staff to attend either the National Service-Learning Conference, presented by the National Youth Leadership Council, or the Global Village and Youth Leadership Conference, hosted by Habitat for Humanity International. 
Eight Service-Learning Partnership grants will be awarded for the 2009-2010 school year. In addition, five grants will be awarded to school’s that have received the Service-Learning Partnership grant prior to 2009.

Only one grant will be awarded per school system or affiliate, although the grant may involve multiple teachers and/or classrooms. Grants may be renewed at the end of the year. 

Project proposal requirements
Projects can be designed for students in grades K-12. They may involve any subject matter or be multidisciplinary.  

Projects should involve four components: 

· Planning and preparation 

· Students learn about the issue of poverty housing, their community, and the service project. This may include classroom lessons, films, site visits, research, and meeting with Habitat families. Students should have as active a role in determining their service project as possible.

· Service 

· Students take part in the actual service project. PLEASE NOTE: It is Habitat for Humanity policy that only students 16 years of age or older may be on an active work site There are countless other ways to contribute to Habitat without building; we encourage you to read the examples below, brainstorm with your students or other teachers, and look online at www.habitatyouthprograms.org for ideas.

· Reflection

· A key aspect of any service-learning activity, students reflect on their volunteer experience, relating it to concepts they have previously learned. Reflection can involve discussions, journals, drawings, or small groups. If the service activity occurs more than once, it’s useful to reflect each time and discuss goals or expectations for future service.

· Showcase

· Students share their experiences and what they’ve learned with others, helping to educate the community and making use of their new skills.

Furthermore, projects must:

· Address a specific, real community need involving poverty housing 

· Involve partnering with local Habitat affiliates and possibly Habitat families

· Relate to state educational standards in subject area(s) covered 

· Include 20 hours of service learning (preparation, service, reflection & advocacy) per student

· Involve at least 20 students

Resources


www.habitat.org/youth – Habitat for Humanity

www.learnandserve.org – Learn and Serve America

www.learningindeed.org  - Learning In Deed
www.ysa.org – Youth Serve America
www.civicyouth.org – The Center for Information & Research on Civic Learning & Engagement (CIRCLE) 

www.seanetonline.org – The State Education Agency K-12 Service-Learning Network 

www.nylc.org – The National Youth Leadership Council

III. Application information

Application criteria

Project proposals will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· Impact on community needs in the area of poverty housing 

· Clear service goals relating to poverty housing

· Method for evaluation

· Impact on students’ academic needs 

· Clear academic goals

· Method for evaluation

· Project proposal and timeline 

· Student involvement in planning project

· Student involvement in service

· Opportunities for reflection

· Student showcase

· Involvement of Habitat affiliate

· Budget narrative 

· Reasonable and justifiable costs

· Match with partner affiliates 

· Resources and availability of partner affiliates, as determined by Habitat

Application process

Either a teacher or a Habitat affiliate can initiate the grant application, though both must sign off on the grant application. Teachers can find their local affiliate at www.habitat.org/cd/local. Affiliates can find schools through their local school board or county web site. For assistance in finding a partner school, please e-mail youthprograms@habitat.org or call 1-800-HABITAT (1-800-422-4828), ext. 2412.

Participants in the 2008-2009 Service-Learning Partnership who are in good standing may be considered for a $3,000 grant. Include a cover letter stating that you were a recipient of the 2008-2009 SLP Grant and how you would use the funds to continue or improve your current service-learning project. Attach the cover letter and a budget to your current project’s end of the year evaluation (due May 15).

When planning the project with your partner school or affiliate, remember to consider:

· Building schedule of the affiliate (what months and days of the week)

· Non-building service opportunities

· The background of the teacher(s) and subject matter of the class

Applications must be received by May 15, 2009. Grants will be announced June 16, 2009.

Only complete applications will be reviewed. Complete applications will include:

· Application Form

· Project Proposal

· Timeline

· Budget 

Questions can be addressed to youthprograms@habitat.org or 1-800-HABITAT, ext. 2412.

Fiscal requirements

Items included in the grant budget should be:

· Essential to the project

· Only available through the grant (i.e., not already available at school, affiliate or by donation)

· Dedicated for use for the service-learning project

Grant funds can be used for:

· Travel costs associated with service-learning training

· Travel costs associated with planning with affiliate

· Travel costs involving education, service activities, and advocacy of students

· Substitute teacher costs, not to exceed 20% of total budget

· Recognition and awards (certificates, ribbons, etc), not to exceed $200

· Materials involved in service project

· Staff or volunteer support at the affiliate to coordinate with school, not to exceed $5,000

Grant funds cannot be used for:

· Travel not specified above

· Administrative costs

· Stipends for teachers, administrators, or students

· Direct donation to Habitat for Humanity, local affiliate or homeowners

Reporting 

Teachers will be responsible for measuring and reporting outcomes throughout the project, as well as accounting for use of all grant funds. Documents will be expected at the end of the project include:

· Pre-service survey (either an existing instrument or developed by the teacher)

· Post-service survey (either an existing instrument or developed by the teacher)

· Final report (template provided in May 2010)

· Financial report (template provided in May 2010)

Teacher expectations

The partner teacher will be responsible for:

· Designing and implementing project

· Reporting on project outcomes and providing feedback on the partnership

· Communicating regularly with HFHI youth programs staff

· Communicating regularly with affiliate partner

Affiliate expectations

The local affiliate will be responsible for:

· Managing grant funds

· Providing staff/volunteer support

· Meeting with school partner during the summer to help plan the service project

· Communicating regularly with school partner

· Providing safe and appropriate volunteer opportunities

· Providing information and resources about HFHI (history, statistics, homeowner speakers, etc.)

· Providing feedback on the partnership
· Working with State Farm representatives as appropriate

Habitat for Humanity’s Service-Learning Partnership
 2009 Proposal Form
General Information

Instructions

Thank you for applying to Habitat’s Service-Learning Partnership, made possible through the support of State Farm Insurance. We look forward to reviewing your application. 
Please follow all instructions carefully. Complete applications must be received by May 15, 2009 and sent to clogsdon@habitat.org. 

Your complete application must include:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Application Form

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Project Proposal

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Timeline

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Budget 

Contact Information
Teacher Name:      



Teacher E-mail:      
Title:       





Grade/Subject Area:      
School:      





District:      


School Address:      
County:      
Teacher Phone:      



Teacher Fax:       

Dates of 2009-2010 School Year:      
Principal Name:      



Principal E-mail:      
Principal Phone:      



Principal Fax:       

Affiliate Contact Name:      


Title:      
Affiliate Name:
      



Affiliate Address:      
County:      
Affiliate Contact Email:      
Affiliate Contact Phone:       


Affiliate Contact Fax:      
Executive Director Name (if different than above):      
Executive Director E-mail:      
Executive Director Phone:     
Age and size of group that you would be able to work with:     
Number of houses built last year:      

Cost per house:      
Number of houses planned for August 2009-September 2010:       

When does the affiliate build during the school year? Include months that you build, as well as whether you build primarily during the week or on weekends.

     
Other potential projects that a school group could partner with, such as fund raising, advocacy, office support, homeowner support, etc.

      

I certify that all information in this application is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. The school and affiliate have met to discuss this project and agree that it is feasible and beneficial to both parties. If awarded this grant, I agree to use it for the purposes described in this application and to accurately account for all funds used. 

Teacher’s Name:       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agree 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Do not agree

Affiliate Contact’s Name:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agree
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Do not agree

Habitat for Humanity’s Service-Learning Partnership
 2009 Proposal Form

Project Proposal
Project Name:      
School Name:      
Affiliate Name:      
I. Student impact

1. Approximate number of students to be involved in project:      
2. Grade level(s) of students:      
3. Name of class/course:      
II. Project description

1. Brief summary of project, no more than 300 words.

     
2. What specific academic goals will be met by this project? Include state/federal standards as appropriate.

     
3. How will these goals be evaluated?

     
4. What specific service goals will be met by this project? Include quantifiable goals (i.e. “Three housewarming sets will be prepared.”) as well as concepts (i.e. “Students will be able to define community.”).

     
5. How will these goals be evaluated?

     
6. What, if any, social or leadership skills will be developed as part of this project?

     
7. How will students be involved in project planning?

     
8. How will students be involved in the service activities?

     
9. What reflection activities will take place?

     
10. How will students showcase their experience?

     
11. How will the Habitat affiliate and/or Habitat homeowner families be involved?

     
Habitat for Humanity’s Service-Learning Partnership
 2009 Proposal Form

Timeline

Project Name:      
School Name:      
Affiliate Name:      
Complete the following timeline for the project. Include planning time with the affiliate, student preparation, service activities, reflection and showcasing. Use additional space as required.

	Approximate Date
	Time Required
	Activity

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


Habitat for Humanity’s Service-Learning Partnership
 2009 Proposal Form

Budget Narrative

Project Name:      
School Name:      
Affiliate Name:      
List all expenses by category. Include item, purpose and approximate cost. The project total should not exceed $7,000 and the affiliate category should not exceed $5,000. Conference travel does not need to be included in this budget.

	Travel Expenses

	Item
	Purpose
	Cost

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Materials



	Item
	Purpose
	Cost

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Affiliate (list any items that you expect the affiliate will be responsible for obtaining)



	Item
	Purpose
	Cost

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Other

	Item
	Purpose
	Cost

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	PROJECT TOTAL 
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